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Note of last Councillors' Forum meeting
	Title:


	Councillors' Forum

	Date:


	Thursday 11 September 2014

	Venue:
	Westminster Suite, 8th Floor, Local Government House, Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note.
	Item
	Decisions and actions
	Action


<AI1>

</AI1>

<AI2>

	1  
	Community Resilience - James Brokenshire MP, Minister for Security and Immigration and Stephen Rimmer from the Home Office

 
	

	
	Stephen Rimmer, West Midlands Strategic Lead – Preventing Violence Against Vulnerable People

Councillor Gary Porter welcomed Stephen Rimmer to Councillors’ Forum to talk about the West Midlands’ perspective on community resilience. 

Stephen Rimmer discussed the impact of the Trojan Horse challenge and the Review Group that followed. Events in Birmingham have led to discussions about British values, faith and worship in schools and radicalisation. There is a need to improve governance in schools and guarantee equality of opportunity for girls in the UK. 

Any discussion of British values needs to take into account the community and the specific needs of the population. 

In tackling violence against the vulnerable, it is critical that communities are confident to deal with fundamental issues. There needs to be a move from partnership to integration. The challenge for all agencies is to ask what they are doing with key partners to reduce the risk to communities at the front line. 

As part of systems leadership, the actions of key decision makers should reinforce this joined up approach. This is a move to broader thinking that engages communities. 

Whitehall is more comfortable with top down models and have had success with the Troubled Families programme, but these may miss out the need to engage communities and create sustainable programmes. 

Members discussed: 

· Changing cultures in communities to build trust between the public and service providers. 

· The impact of less Local Authority intervention in education. 

· The role of the cultural view of women and gender in communities. 

James Brokenshire MP, Minister for Security and Immigration

Councillor Gary Porter welcomed James Brokenshire MP to Councillors’ Forum to talk about community resilience. 

James Brokenshire thanked members for their work in communities to tackle extremism. 

The Minister set out the context of the increased threat level in the UK, which was raised to severe by JTAC in August, in response to events in Syria and Iraq. 

The Government is committed to supporting communities in challenging extremism and encouraging the referral of individuals who are vulnerable to radicalisation. Reducing travel to the specified areas and encouraging people to show support from inside the UK are part of this work. Particular successes have been: 

· Local Authorities supporting charity collecting in Kirklees.

· Charities in Birmingham persuaded not to go to the region. 

· Refugee Asylum Support, Blackburn

· Being Muslim Being British, Cardiff

The current situation has national significance and everyone has a role to play. This includes Councillors as they have direct community connections. 

The Minister explained that the Government will respond to the Peter Clarke Report and the Secretary of State will further update the House on this. The Home Office will also work with Department for Education to tackle extremism in schools. 

There is a need to improve cooperation to make services like Prevent more productive. All areas need to make a judgement as to whether current activities meet local need. This issue is rooted in communities and Councillors have excellent knowledge of their areas to support this collaborative work.  

Members discussed: 

· Creating cultures where people feel they can come forward, raise issues and action be taken. 

· The increased role of Councillors in supporting this work.


	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	2  
	Chairman's Update July and August

 
	

	
	Members noted the Chairman’s report


	


</AI3>

<AI4>

</AI4>

<AI5>

</AI5>

<AI6>

</AI6>

<AI7>

</AI7>

<AI8>

</AI8>

<AI9>

</AI9>

<AI10>

</AI10>

<AI11>

</AI11>

<AI12>

</AI12>

<AI13>

	3  
	LGA Board Chairs' Reports

 
	

	
	Members noted the updates from each of the LGA Board Chairs.


	


</AI13>

<AI14>

	4  
	Digest of the last meeting - Thursday 17 July

 
	

	
	The note of the last meeting was agreed. 
	


</AI14>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Chairman
	 Cllr Gary Porter
	South Holland District Council


	Vice-Chairman
	 Cllr Jim McMahon
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council


	Deputy-chairman
	 
	


	Members
	 Cllr David Acton
	Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Geoffrey Theobald OBE
	Brighton & Hove City Council

	
	Cllr Kenneth Taylor OBE
	Coventry City Council

	
	Cllr David Simmonds
	Hillingdon London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Peter Fleming
	Sevenoaks District Council

	
	Cllr Philip Atkins
	Staffordshire County Council

	
	Sir William Lawrence Bt
	Stratford-on-Avon District Council

	
	Cllr David Hodge
	Surrey County Council

	
	Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Mayor Sir Steve Bullock
	Lewisham London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Paul Watson
	Sunderland City Council

	
	Cllr Simon Blackburn
	Blackpool Council

	
	Cllr Colin Lloyd
	Crawley Borough Council

	
	Cllr Kate Haigh
	Gloucester City Council

	
	Cllr Ann Lucas OBE
	Coventry City Council

	
	Cllr James Alexander
	City of York Council

	
	Cllr Keith Wakefield
	Leeds City Council

	
	Cllr John Merry CBE
	Salford City Council

	
	Cllr Lisa Brett
	Bath & North East Somerset Council

	
	Cllr Jeremy Hilton
	Gloucestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Howard Sykes MBE
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Heather Kidd
	Shropshire Council

	
	Cllr Jill Shortland OBE
	Somerset County Council

	
	Cllr Robert Dutton OBE
	Wrexham County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Izzi Seccombe
	Warwickshire County Council

	
	Cllr David Burbage MBE
	Windsor & Maidenhead Royal Borough

	
	Cllr Roger Lawrence
	Wolverhampton City Council

	
	Cllr Louise Goldsmith
	West Sussex County Council

	
	Cllr Stephen Parker
	Hart District Council

	
	Cllr John Kennett
	Hart District Council

	
	Cllr Tom Leimdorfer
	North Somerset Council

	
	Cllr Peter Evans
	West Sussex County Council

	
	Cllr Colin Riley
	Castle Point Borough Council

	
	Cllr Vince Maple
	Medway Council

	
	James Brokenshire
	

	
	Stephen Rimmer
	


	Apologies
	 Cllr Nicolas Heslop
	Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council

	
	Cllr Phil Davies
	Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Anthony Hunt
	Torfaen County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Daniella Radice
	Bristol City Council

	
	Cllr Robert Bucke
	Tendring District Council

	
	Cllr Sarah Hayward
	Camden Council

	
	Cllr Teresa O'Neill
	Bexley Council

	
	Cllr Paul Bettison
	Bracknell Forest Borough Council

	
	Cllr Martin Tett
	Buckinghamshire County Council

	
	Cllr Mike Jones
	Cheshire West and Chester Council

	
	Cllr Roger Phillips
	Herefordshire Council

	
	Cllr Robert Light
	Kirklees Metropolitan Council

	
	Cllr Martin Hill OBE
	Lincolnshire County Council

	
	Cllr Marco Cereste
	Peterborough City Council

	
	Cllr Neil Clarke MBE
	Rushcliffe Borough Council

	
	Cllr Joanna Spicer MBE
	Suffolk County Council

	
	Cllr Kay Hammond
	Surrey County Council

	
	Cllr Gordon Keymer CBE
	Tandridge District Council

	
	Cllr Ravi Govindia
	Wandsworth London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Melvyn Caplan
	Westminster City Council

	
	Cllr Jonathan Owen
	East Riding of Yorkshire Council

	
	Cllr David Finch
	Essex County Council

	
	Cllr Colin Noble
	Suffolk County Council

	
	Cllr Philippa Roe
	Westminster City Council

	
	Cllr Graham Chapman
	Nottingham City Council

	
	Cllr Clyde Loakes
	Waltham Forest London Borough Council

	
	Mayor Jules Pipe
	Hackney London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Simon Henig
	Durham County Council

	
	Cllr Ian Swithenbank CBE
	Northumberland Council

	
	Cllr Nick Forbes
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

	
	Cllr Linda Thomas
	Bolton Council

	
	Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council

	
	Lord Peter Smith
	Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr David Phillips
	Swansea City and County Council

	
	Cllr David Sparks OBE
	Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sue Woodward
	Staffordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Peter Box CBE
	Wakefield Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Ron Round JP
	Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
	Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Barbara Janke
	Bristol City Council

	
	Cllr Liz Green
	Kingston upon Thames Royal Borough Council

	
	Cllr Richard Kemp CBE
	Liverpool City Council

	
	Cllr Claire Hudson
	Mendip District Council

	
	Cllr Cathy Bakewell MBE
	South Somerset District Council

	
	Cllr Stan Collins
	South Lakeland District Council

	
	Cllr Norman Bradbury
	Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Chris Townsend
	Mole Valley District Council

	
	Cllr Marianne Overton MBE
	Lincolnshire County Council

	
	Cllr Deborah Croney
	North Dorset District Council

	
	Cllr Mahroof Hussain MBE
	Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Judith Blake
	Leeds City Council

	
	Cllr Claire Kober
	Haringey Council

	
	Cllr Kevin Bentley
	Colchester Borough Council

	
	Cllr Nigel Ashton
	North Somerset Council

	
	Cllr Steve Count
	Cambridgeshire County Council

	
	Cllr Kenneth Meeson
	Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Roger Begy OBE
	Rutland County Council

	
	Cllr Jane Scott OBE
	Wiltshire Council

	
	Cllr Elaine Atkinson
	Borough of Poole

	
	Cllr Mark Hawthorne MBE
	Gloucestershire County Council
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